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In	the	previous	newsletter,	my	predecessor,	Antonio	Figueiredo	Lopes,	pointed
out	the	efforts	made	by	the	EURODEFENSE	Outreach	Working	Group	to	setup
proper	dissemination	tools.

Now,	only	a	couple	of	months	afterwards,	our	website	 is	 fully	operational	and
provides	the	EURODEFENSE	network	with	a	wonderful	online	platform	worthy	of
our	organisation.	As	the	president	of	the	most	recent	branch	of	this	network,
EuroDéfense-Denmark,	 I	 can	 only	 express	 my	 delight	 over	 this	 possibility	 to
provide	 a	 clear	 guidance	 to	 Danish	 individuals	 or	 partners	 interested	 in
EURODEFENSE,	through	our	new	website,	LinkedIn,	and	Twitter	presence.	We
are	 clearly	 on	 the	 right	 path	 towards	 “professionalising”	 our	 external
communication,	 and	 it	 is	 largely	 due	 to	 the	 efforts	 of	 our	 Outreach	 working
group	members.
	
Lately,	 the	 recent	 news	 from	 the	 defence	 sector	 has	 been	 intense	 and
interconnected	like	never	before.	The	defence	industry,	military	operations	and
recent	 institutional	mechanisms	all	seem	to	agree	on	the	same	message:	for
better	or	 for	worse,	we	are	at	 the	edge	of	a	new	era	 for	European	Defence.
From	 the	 difficulties	 of	 Franco-German	 cooperation	 (SCAF	 and	 MGCS)	 to	 the
launch	of	the	European	Defence	Fund.	From	a	calm	and	balanced	approach	of
the	strategic	autonomy	to	a	structured	analysis	of	the	Strategic	Compass	(with
a	finalization	to	come	in	2022),	something	is	obviously	stirring.
	
On	 June	 30,	 “the	 adoption	 of	 the	 first	 European	 Defence	 Fund	 (EDF)	 annual
work	programme	took	place,	validating	23	calls	for	proposals	for	a	total	of	€1.2
billion	of	EU.	Furthermore,	under	the	EDF's	precursor	programme,	the	European
Defence	 Industry	 Development	 Programme	 (EDIDP),	 26	 new	 projects	 with	 a
budget	of	more	 than	€158	million	were	selected	 for	 funding.	 In	addition,	 two
major	capability	development	projects	received	a	directly	awarded	grant	of	€137
million	under	the	EDIDP”.
	
The	EDF,	an	ambitious	project	elaborated	in	2017,	is	finally	being	realized,	at	a
point	when	expected	that	it	would	just	be	added	to	the	long	list	of	abandoned
projects,	 once	 drained	 of	 its	 (financial)	 support	 from	 key	 member-states.	 In
other	news,	the	European	council	and	the	Commission	recently	pushed	for	a
reinforced	 role	 of	 the	 European	 Defence	 Agency	 (EDA)	 to	 foster	 defence
innovation,	including	a	focus	on	critical	and	disruptive	technologies.
	
What	an	exciting	 time	 for	our	actions	 regarding	 the	European	agenda!	Hybrid
threats,	disruptive	technologies,	cooperation	between	defence-related	SME’s,
smarter	organisation	of	the	competition	within	the	EU:	all	these	complex	topics
on	the	European	agenda	have	been	part	of	our	EURODEFENSE	analysis	 for	a
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long	time	now.
To	quote	Charles	Michel	in	the	latest	European	Defence	Matters,	magazine	of
the	EDA:	“The	momentum	is	here”,	and	EURODEFENSE	will	play	its	part	to	the
fullest.	 Through	 its	 unique	 ability	 to	 gather	 expert	 profiles	 from	 the	 defence
forces,	defence	industry	and	universities	or	research	centres,	our	organisation
is	 well	 known	 in	 Europe	 for	 its	 ability	 to	 provide	 accurate	 and	 elaborated
recommendations	to	European	Institutions,	and	we	are	perfectly	adapted	to	the
latest	Defence	trends	in	Europe:	formulating	specific	recommendations	in	very
specialized	fields	(i.e.	cyber-security)	and	providing	in	parallel	a	holistic	overview
of	transversal	issues	(i.e.	Hybrid	warfare).
	
It	 is	 in	 such	 a	 context	 that	 the	 international	 meeting	 of	 EURODEFENSE	 took
place	in	Lisbon	in	June	2021.	This	event,	though	deeply	impacted	by	the	Covid-
19	pandemic,	reaffirmed	our	commitment	to	foster	emulation	around	integrated
Defence	policies	in	Europe.	Our	working	groups	and	observatories	are	all	active
and	 ready	 to	 contribute	 to	 our	 unchanged	 goal	 since	 1994:	 “To	 continue
searching	for	a	unified	and	efficient	European	defence.”
	
Dear	 members	 and	 friends	 of	 EURODEFENSE,	 please	 take	 advantage	 of	 the
summer	break	to	read	this	newsletter,	rest	well	and	be	prepared	for	busy	days
in	September!
	
Copenhagen,	9	July	2021
	
Romain	Lefebvre,	President	of	EuroDéfense-Denmark

Report	 resulting	 from	 the	 European
Working	 Group	 29	 was	 sent	 to	 European
institutions	
In	 cooperation	 with	 the	 Federation	 of	 European
Defence	 Technology	 Associations	 (EDTA),
EURODEFENSE	 has	 	 developed	 remarks	 on	 the
"Action	 plan	 of	 the	 European	 Commission	 on
synergies	 between	 civil,	 defence	 and	 space
industries"	as	published	on	22	February	2021	(EU
reference	 COM(2021)	 70).	 Among	 others,	 these
comments	 have	 been	 sent	 to	 the	 Presidents	 of
the	 European	 Commission,	 Council	 and
Parliament.	
This	EWG	report	has	been	endorsed	by	all	but	one
of	the	chapters	of	the	ED	association.

READ	MORE

Action	plan	of	the	European
Commission	on		synergies
between	civil,	defence	and	space
industries

Contribution	by	EURODEFENSE	Spain	for	the
Mediterranean	Observatory.
Since	 the	 last	EURODEFENSE	President’s	Council
in	Vienna,	the	situation	in	the	Mediterranean	Basin
has	 not	 improved	 neither	 politically	 nor
economically.	 EuroDéfense	 Spain	 offers	 valuable
insights	 into	 the	 latest	 developments	 in	 the
region.	

READ	MORE

Observatory	of	the	Mediterranean
Basin:	Report	to	the	Lisbon
President's	Council

Contribution	by	EURODEFENSE	Spain	for	the
Mediterranean	Observatory
On	April	7,	2021,	the	European	Union	and	Turkey
held	a	meeting	in	Ankara	at	the	highest	level.	The
Turkish	 side	 was	 headed	 by	 President	 Recep
Tayyip	Erdoğan	and	the	EU	by	the	President	of	the
European	 Council,	 Charles	 Michel	 and	 the
President	 of	 the	 Commission,	 Ursula	 Von	 der
Leyen.	What	followed	was	just	the	lastest	of	many
diplomatic	 incidents.	 EuroDéfense	 Spain	 reviews
the	 often	 arduous	 but	 nonetheless	 critical
relations	that	have	brought	us	to	this	point.		

Turkey	and	the	EU:	A	Difficult	but
Critical	Relationship	

THE	NETWORK'S	LATEST	PUBLICATIONS
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WATCH	THE	VIDEO

Farewell	Speech	by
Dr.	Wim	van
Eekelen	-	Honorary
President	of
EuroDéfense
Nederland
Wim	 van	 Eekelen	 has
stepped	 down	 as
President	 of
EuroDéfense	 Nederland
and	 has	 become	 the
chapter's	 Honorary
President.	We	are	happy
that	 he	 will	 remain
involved	 with	 EDNL	 in
this	 capacity.	 In	 this
farewell	 video,	 he
reflects	 on	 Europe's
past	achievements	,	and
the	challenges	which	we
still	 need	 to	 face	 in	 the
future.
Van	 Eekelen	 founded
EuroDéfense	 Nederland
in	1994	and	chaired	the
chapter	until	2021.	He	is
also	 the	 former	 Minister
of	 Defence	 of	 The
Netherlands,	 and
Secretary	General	of	the
Western	 European
Union.
We	 would	 like	 to	 thank
him	 for	 his	 momentous
efforts	 towards
European	 security,	 to
EDNL,	 and	 to	 the
EURODEFENSE
association	as	a	whole.

READ	MORE

Review	of	the
Preparatory	Action
on	Defence
Research	and
European	Defence
Industrial
Development	
Programme	
The	EDF	will	not	by	itself
solve	 all	 problems
related	 to	 the
fragmentation	 and
therefore	 inefficiency	 of
European	 defence
procurement.	 Only	 the
Member	 States	 can	 do
so,	working	in	good	faith
together	 with	 the
Commission	 in	 deciding
the	 EDF	 work
programme	and	funding
allocations.	Doing	this,	it
will	 be	 essential	 not	 to
confuse	 the	 ends	 –	 the
creation	of	a	strong	and
competitive	 European
Defence	 and
Technological	 Industrial
Base	(EDTIB)	–	the	ways
–	 inclusiveness	 through
wide	 cross-border
cooperation	and	the	will
to	 pursue	 strategic
autonomy	 –	 and	 the
means	 –	 the	 defence
research	 projects
funded	by	the	EDF.

READ	MORE

The	Future
European	Air
Combat	System:
Reality	or	Fiction?
The	need	for
cooperation.	The
challenge	of	a
technology	leap	in
the	dark”
Following	 Macron's
speech	at	the	Sorbonne
in	 September	 2017,
announcing	 a	 strong
push	 for	 the	 future	 of
the	 Europe	 of	 Defence,
a	 new	 Franco-German
dynamic,	which	was	later
joined	by	Italy	and	Spain,
has	 been	 pursuing,
progressively	 and	 more
rapidly,	 greater
integration	 of	 European
security	 and	 defence.
The	key	 to	 this	 initiative
has	been	placed	on	the
principle	of	cross-border
defence	 cooperation	 in
the	 development	 of
priority	 military
capabilities,	 which	 fulfill
the	 main	 gaps	 in	 the
defence	 sector,	 and	 in
reducing	 the
fragmentation	 of	 the
current	 supply	 and
demand	 dimensions,	 to
ensure	 economies	 of
scale,	 as	 well	 as	 to
strengthening	 the
competitiveness,
innovation	and	efficiency
of	 the	 European
defence	 technological
and	industrial	base.

CONTRIBUTIONS	BY	OUR	MEMBERS

SAVE	THE	DATE!
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WEBINAR:	"European	Green	Deal	and	Defence"
We	would	like	to	notify	you	of	the	upcoming	Webinar	on	"European	Green	Deal

and	Defence’’
	

The	webinar	is	expected	to	take	place	at	the	end	of	August	to	early	September.

The	event	is	organized	by	the	EURODEFENSE	EWG1b	group	with	the	aim	of
presenting	and	discussing	the	findings	of	the	European	working	group	26b

"European	Green	Deal	and	Defence".
	

Speakers	are	to	be	announced.

REGISTER

Romain	Lefebvre	is	the	chairman	of	EuroDéfense-
Denmark.	He	has	a	Master	is	Geopolitics	from	the
French	 Institute	 of	 Geopolitics	 (Paris	 8)	 and	 a
Master	in	Law.	He	served	in	the	French	Defence	as
an	 Army	 officer	 from	 2006	 to	 2014.	 He	 has
consultancy	 experience	 in	 defence,	 security	 and
human	 rights,	 both	 in	 public	 and	 private
organisations.	He	 is	 currently	public	procurement
consultant	 in	 France,	 strategic	 advisor	 in
international	 security	 in	 Denmark	 and	 recently
joined	the	Danish	Defence	as	a	reserve	officer.	He
lives	in	Copenhagen,	is	married	and	has	2	children.

Romain	Lefebvre

Camilla	 Amira	 Ingrid	 Benghezal	 is	 the	 Secretary
General	 of	 EuroDéfense	 Denmark.	 She	 holds	 a
Master’s	 degree	 in	 International	 Security	 from
Sciences	 Po	 (Paris)	 and	 specialized	 in	 Defense
and	 Security	 Economics	 and	 European	 Studies.
Camilla	 served	 in	 the	 French	 Navy	 as	 a	 Supply
Officer	 aboard	 the	 Landing	 Helicopters	 Dock
“Mistral”.	She	also	worked	at	the	French	Defence
Attache	 Office	 in	 Copenhagen.	 She	 has	 both
Danish	and	French	citizenship.

Camilla	Benghezal

Marc	 Essig	 graduated	 (PhD)	 from	 a	 computer
science	 engineering	 school	 in	 1989	 (ESIEA).	 He
started	 his	 career	 at	 Thales	 the	 same	 year	 and
after	several	roles	within	ATC	(Air	Traffic	Control),	in
1997	he	became	in	charge	of	development	of	Air
Traffic	Control	System	for	Finland	and	Sweden	and
Managing	Director	of	the	branches	in	Sweden	and
Denmark.	 In	 2008,	 he	 joined
ThalesRaytheonSystems	as	a	CTL	 (Capture	Team
Leader)	for	a	radar	project	for	Finland	and	Estonia
and	 ran	 the	 program	 until	 2011.	 Then,	 he	 was
appointed	 Program	 Director	 for	 NATO's	 Ballistic
Missile	 Defence	 System.	 In	 2015,	 Marc	 Essig

Marc	Essig
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became	 CEO	 of	 Thales	 Denmark	 and	 country
director	 for	Nordic	and	Baltic	States	 for	all	Thales
portfolios.	 In	 2018	 he	 took	 the	 position	 of
Chairman	 &	 CEO	 Thales	 Hellas	 and	 country
director	for	Greece,	Cyprus	&	Eastern	Balkan	for	all
Thales	portfolios.	In	2020,	he	created	a	consulting
company	 to	 support	 SME	 in	 defence,	 aerospace,
transport	 and	 security	 on	 the	 international
market.	 Since	 2001,	 has	 been	 Counsellor	 for
International	 Trade	 (Conseiller	 du	 Commerce
Extérieur)	 for	 the	 French	 Ministry	 of	 trade	 and
Finance.	 Former	 President	 of	 the	 Finland
committee	and	then	the	Denmark	committee,	he
is	now	President	of	the	Europe	committee.
	

Viesturs	 Berzins	 is	 a	 Master's	 student,	 currently
pursuing	 a	 degree	 in	 International	 Relations	 and
Development,	 specialising	 in	 Arctic	 affairs	 at
Aalborg	 University.	 Previously	 Mr.	 Berzins
graduated	 from	 University	 of	 Southern	 Denmark
with	a	Bachelor's	degree	in	European	Studies.	His
main	 fields	 of	 interest	 are	 international	 security,
Baltic	Sea	region	development	and	Arctic	affairs.

Viesturs	Berzins

In	 honour	 of	 Willem	 van	 Eekelen
stepping	 down	 as	 President	 of
EuroDéfense	 Netherlands	 we
recommend	 reading	 his	 book	 From
Words	to	Deeds	(2006).
	
Since	 the	 Treaty	 of	 Amsterdam	 came
into	 force	 in	 1999,	 the	 European
Union	 has	 progressively	 incorporated
military	 security	 into	 its	 broad
spectrum	 of	 activities	 and	 worked	 to
build	up	its	military	capabilities.	In	this
book,	 Willem	 van	 Eekelen	 charts	 the
progression	of	 the	European	security
and	 defence	 policy,	 its	 difficult	 and
even	 competitive	 relationship	 with
NATO	 and	 the	 development	 of	 a
European	security	strategy.	

From	Words	to	Deeds,
The	Continuing	Debate	on

European	Security

READ	

The	Center	for
American
Progress	-	The
Case	for	EU
Defense	A	New
Way	Forward	for
Trans-Atlantic
Security
Relations
A	 strong	 Europe	 makes
for	a	stronger	NATO.	The
Center	 for	 American
Progress	 makes	 the
case	 for	 the	 United
States	 supporting
defence	 cooperation	 in
the	 European	 Union.
''Europe’s	 military

A	Strong	Ally
Stretched	Thin,
An	Overview	of
France's
Defense
Capabilities
from	a
Burdensharing
Perspective
The	 French	 military
currently	 is	 one	 of
Western	 Europe’s	 most
capable,	and	it	boasts	a
range	of	capabilities	that
enable	 it	 to	 engage	 in
the	 full	 spectrum	 of
operations,	 including
high-intensity

DGAP	-	Building
European
Resilience	and
Capacity	to	Act:
Lessonds	for
2030
Containing	twelve
scenarios	for	the	world
in	2030,	this	report
offers	insights	into	how
the	EU	can	maintain	and
build	up	its	capacity	to
act	in	the	face	of	the
major	disruptive
changes	that	are	likely
to	come	over	this
decade.	It	is	being
released	in	the	run-up
to	German	elections	in

OUR	MUST	READS
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READ

strength	 today	 is	 far
weaker	than	the	sum	of
its	parts.	This	is	not	just
a	 European	 failure;	 it	 is
also	 fundamentally	 a
failure	of	America’s	post-
Cold	 War	 strategy
toward	 Europe—a
strategy	 that	 remains
virtually	 unchanged
since	 the	 1990s.
(...)	This	policy	approach
has	 been	 a	 grand
strategic	error—one	that
has	 weakened	 NATO
militarily,	 strained	 the
trans-Atlantic	 alliance,
and	 contributed	 to	 the
relative	 decline	 in
Europe’s	global	clout.	As
a	 result,	 one	 of
America’s	 closest
partners	 and	 allies	 of
first	 resort	 is	 not	 nearly
as	 powerful	 as	 it	 could
be.'' READ

conventional	 warfare
against	a	peer	adversary.
In	 this	 report,	 RAND
researchers	 examine
the	role	that	the	French
military	 might	 play	 as	 a
coalition	 partner	 in	 a
hypothetical	 high
intensity	 conventional
conflict	 in	 Europe.
Researchers	 drew	 on	 a
wide	 range	 of
publications	 in	 French
and	 English,	 as	 well	 as
on	 conversations	 with
French	 defense	 experts
to	 understand	 not	 just
the	 French	 military’s
capabilities	and	capacity
to	 wage	 war	 in	 general
but	 also	 its	 ability	 to
wage	 high-intensity
conventional	 warfare	 in
particular.

READ

September	2021	that
will	serve	as	a	kind	of
referendum	on	ten
years	of	government-
heavy	crisis
management.
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